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AMERICAN ANTIQUITY

[ XXIIL 4, 1958

Fis. 2 [Kehee]. Structure 3, looking southwest.

on flat ground rather than on a hill slope, was capped by
a large, thick slab.

In spite of the differences noted, the 3 structures ap-
pear to have been similar in purpose. They are too small
for domiciliary use, and the total lack of evidence of
burial, fire, or other occupation of the interiors poses the
problem of what this purpose was. While storage seems
the most probable use for so small a structure, the exten-
sive labor invelved and the masonry skill evidenced
would seem to indicate either a necessity for caching
valuable material, or comstruction by people well accus-
tomed to building in stone — perhaps both. Although
the masonry skil! suggests thar the builders may have
been white men, for example, trappers wishing to store
pelts, the large tree overgrowing Structure 1 indicates
the possibility of some antiquity.

Huscher and Huscher (1942: 80) call attention to
“cireular or subrectangular stope structures, often with
div-laid masoncy walls and characteristically built in
prominent locations, . . . reported from sites ranging
from the Plains across New Mexico and Arizona as far
as California. West of the Rocky Mountzins they have
been reported from the Paradox Valley east of the La Sal
Mountains, . . . in nertheastern Utah, sometimes standing
alone and sometimes in supposed association with Pu-
ehloid remains . . . [and] in the Rockies from the San
Luis Valley en the south . . . across the Gunnison and
Colorade drainages as far north as the haadwaters of the
White River.” The Huschers regard these structures as

evidence of Athapaskan migrations from the north, Tt
should be noted that the structures analyzed by the
Huschers were large enough ta be considered houses, but
they do not menrion the full size range.

The above reference suggests that these dry:-laid ma-
sONTY structures may be of greater significance then might
at first be supposed. This description is presented in the
hope that it may revive interest in the subject among
those working in the Rockiss and adjoining areas, and
lead to a clarification of the meaning of this trait in the
region. '

Huscwer, B. H. anp H, A, HuscHer

1942 Athapaskan Migration via the Intermentane Region. Amer
fcan Antiguity, Vol. 8, No. 1, pp. 8.8, Menasha,

Tuouas F. Kenon

Museum of the Plains Indian
Browning, Mont.

March, 1957

RADIOCARBON DATES FROM THE
MANAKAWAY SITE, CONNECTICUT

The Manakaway site, situated at the tip of Greenwich
Point in Greenwich, Connecticut, is a shell midden
about 40 by 120 feet in extent, with a depth of about
20 inches. It was excavated by the author during a 3-
month period in the summer of 1956 (Suggs 1956a,
1956b).
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FACTS AND COMMENTS

This is a single occupation site, no breaks in the physi-
cal strata or depth differences in artifact distriburion
being discernible, and it has been assigned ro the Bow-
mans [Brook focus of the East River aspect. Some un-
usual features make the dating of this site of interest,
aside from the fact rhat until this excavarion south-
western Connecticut was archaeologically almost un-
known.

First, there is the appearance at rthe sire of Vinerre I
interior cord-rnarked sherds abowve the midden laver.
Other sherds, from within the midden, display partially
obliterated cord marking on the tnrerior surfaces, but are
not separable in their distribution from the East River
sherds,

An additional [actor of special interest is the presence
of sherds from a vessel decorated with circular motifs
in dentate stamping. These consist of several concentric
circles arranged below a horizontal neck band of denrate
stamping. Other occurrences of circular motifs have oc-
casioned premature inferences of Hopewellian contact
{Lopez 1956: 15).

The radiocarbon dares were determined by the Lamont
Geochronological Observatory from 2 carefully selecred
samples. This dating was financed by a grant from the
Society of Sigma Xi, for which grateful acknowledge-
ment is made here, The results are as follows:

L-339A. Charcoal from Hearth 1, beneath the midden
in the subscil. Age: 650 £ 100 years {=an. 1307 £
1003,

L-339B. Opyster shells from middle of the midden, at
N30 E55. Age: 610 % 100 years (= & 1347 = 1003,

These dates tie in suitably with other recent dares
(Crane 1936) for the related early Owasco of upper New
York, allowing a time gap berween early Owasco and
East River:

M-176, early Owasca from Chenango County, 1050 =
250 (= s 906 £ 25().

M-177, very early Owasco from Herkimer County,
1000 = 250 (= a.p. 956 = 2500,

The Manakawav dafes show that the conclusion that
the site represents a single occupation is fairly well justi-
fied, and that its assignment to an early Bowmans Brook
time level is not unreasonable.

The occurrence of Vinette I sherds and of sherds with
parrially oblirerated cord marking at this lare date con-
firms Smith's suspicion of the continuation of Vinette [
and similar material for a much longer period on the
coast than inland (Smirh 1950: 181). Recently, McKusick
has also voiced a belief in the continuance of Vinette I,
in his analysis of ceramic materials from the Nas 1T site
(McKusick 1956: 14). Bullen’s work in the Shawsheen
Valley (1949: 76.7) showed continuance of cognate
wares, and Cross (1957: 176) states definitely that in-
terior cord-marked material continues until the Late
Woodland period in New Jersey.

There is needed, therefore, a great Jdeal of reinterpre-
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tation in coastal sites where dating has been done on the
basis of association with Vinette I sherds. Although
these sherds are a valuable time marker for upper New
York, their value on the coast is slight.

The circular motif, for pottery decoration, is alse
shown to be too late for a direct Hopewellian contact,
The application of circular or curvilinear design motifs
to pottery ay be an example of the transfer of decora-
tive elements from nonceramic to ceramic media, since
from contact times onward we know that curvilinear
designs on skins and bark were common. Occurrences
of curvilinear elements are both earlier and larer than
this — Matinecock Point Stamped (Smith 1950: 196) and
Van Cortlandt Stamped (Skinner 1909: 118) — but such
decoration is too sparsely represented at the Manakaway
site to permit us o infer relationships ar the present
ritae.

Burten, R, B,

1949 Excavarions in Northeastern Massachuserts, Papers of the
R. S. Peubody Foundation for Archaeology, Vol. 1, No. 3.
Andaover.

Cusng, H. R,

1956 University of Michigan Radiocarbon Dates I
Val. 124, No. 3224, pp. 664-72. Washingeon.

Science,

Cross, DogorHY

1996  Archaedlowy of New Jersey, Volume Two, the Abbor
Earm. The Archacological Society of New Jerscy and the
New Jetsey Stace Muscum, Trencon.

Lorrz, Jurmus

1936 The Pelham Boulder Site, Bronx County, New TYork.
Eastern Srates Archaeological Federation, Bulletin No, 15,
. 15, Trenton.

McKrvsk, M. B,

1356 The Portery of ¢he MNas IT Site, Long Island. Eastern
States Archacological Federation, Bulletin No. 15, p. 14,
Trenton.

SKINNER, ALANSON

1309 Archacology of Manhattan Island. In “The Indians of
Greater New York and the Lower Hudson.”  American Mu-
sem of Natural History, Anthropological Papers, Val. 3,
pr. 113221, New York.

Ssirrd, .8,

1950 The Archaeology of Coastal New York, American Mu-
seum of Narural History, Anthropological Papers, vuol, 43,
Pt. 2. New York.

Buees, R. C.

19564 Excavatinns at Greenwich Point, Greenwich, Conavedeour.
Eustern States Archaeological Federation, Bullerin No. 15,
p. 13, Treneon.

195%h  The Manakaway Site, Greenwich, Connecrone, BLA.
thesis, Depariment of Anthropology, Columbia University,
New York. (In press, Hulletin of the Connecricur Archae-
ological Society,)

Roesrt C. Suges
Columbia University
New York, N.Y.

July, 1957
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