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By ‘Lois Faulkner -

HOULLY HOUNE.QN COS COB . . =, :

Hicture & young man sitting on a railroad-bridge at noon con- -
suming the vontents of a bag of penny candy! If {t waa in- 1898, it. -

. might have been the well-known artist Elmer MacRae *“enjoying”
() . his arst lunch in Coa Cob, ‘

' A twinkie enters Mr, MacRae's eye 98 he recalls his first ape
pearance at the summer art classes being conducted.by the great
 teacher and artist, Twachtman, at HoHy House on Strickland Rd.
during the peak of the art colony in’ what was then a Jitile fishing
village. Classes were In full awing when the youth atrived from New
Y01k And being ahy, he preferred the penny candy to the chattenng .
young lady atudents having Juncheon in the house! That ‘only hap-
pened once, however!

Mr. MacRac now makes his home in rambling old Holly House -
with his wife, the former Miss Constant Holley. The 300 year old
hintorical. dwelling and ita occupants carry the visttor back half A
century to tho late 10th century and ecarly.20th century when great
men pawmnted there or held “hull.sesstons™ on the long front veranda.
‘rwachtman (whaose son Alden now lives on Round Hill Rd.) and for
a while, J. Alden Wefr, taught many art students during the summer
there and Mre. MacRae recalls amung hia friends the names of many
areat artist® and writers who came to the old house,
| tncluded among. the writers and the artista all “individualists”
were such famous names as Childe Hassam, Lincoln Steffens, Kerr
rby, Bert Leston Taylor, Wills Cather and many others,

-~ - lhe greatest man to Mr. MatBlae was Twachtman, "It (s an
inapitation to think of him™,.says the “Cox Cob artist, 1 just adored
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Lincoln Stetfens, wellsknown writer and “muck-raker” the even
"mucKsraked” Greenwich!) was a very wlose friend of the MacRaes
and thair little twin daughtets, Constant and Clarissa, He was a
great lover of the water and while editor of the N. Y. Glohe, he used
to come outs*to the litile art colony ofien, insisting on a awim before
dinner, It the tide wws out ens it ix %o fmthfully!y Mr, Steffens, une
daunted, wottld go up the road a plece and dive happily into the mill
pond! He was very fond of saiiing, teo, and Mr. MacRae took him
out n his boat many times, Steffens later had his own hone iIn
Hiverside, across the river, &, .

Childe Hasram, who did many etchings of Holiy House and the
hurbor, is also remembercd as | very mischievous person who loved
A good time although he worked longer and harder than anvone,

e Mrs. Macllae hanx sévernal books by Willa Cather which the
autiloress inacribed to her in the "Roarin® Twenties” when Miss
Cather's audience had yet to acclaim her as.it doea today. One of
Mr. MacRne's pet poaxeasions in the writer's father's mustache cup
which she sent him from Red Bank, Arnxz. when he once . remarked
‘that he'd. never seen one of the viuriosities! ’ ]

tolly House {8 & monument ta. the great. men fostered by the
“Con Cob schaql of artists™, as well ax to the history of a great na.
tion, Riave quarters are atill in the attic and Mrs, MacRae renem-
ners A negro woman Whose mother waz horn a alave in the very
houre?~ . . -

‘The house iz full of beautiful otchings, pantings and other origs
inal art pw’w done by Hassam, Twachtman and the other artists, *

- Ax well as much of Mr. MacRae's distinpuished work. It {x an inspir.
thg expertence to walk through the old place and admire the beaytie
tul art woik as well as the workmanatup of ‘the house jtselt, =~

Four poster bheds, hand carved. mantels and panelled walls, an-
Lique Surmiture, the hand.carved Quecne Anne statrgase, all carry. .
~one back to another era. The smodern world seems far away indeed,
Mes. MacRae delighta in pointing out_the *“goldfish window" and
many other scetien fketched by iolly House frequenters, The visitor
| van View the scenes through his own eyes and then on paper through
“the Mrtist's eyes, . -

Rome of the most delightful work which Mr. MacRae has done
- Ale’ the plclures of his twins as they grew up in Holly House, One
- Which 18 eapecially memorable 12 & purtrait of the twins when babies,
astecd tn their carriage. Only the heads are shown and the infants
, S00R 20 3eal and petal-freah that you expect them to apen their eyves
l
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and smiie, .

Mr, MacRae has done pastels, oils and water colors, MHe says it
depends on Your mond, what meditum Yoy choore, He no longer paints -
, but now devates hia time to carving many beautiful objects in his
, barn gtidio Qne of the loveliest exninples of his work s a five-panel
~PCALULE st 00—t Fical el y~varvel—-ami~painted-by—the—rrtist—A -

) VIRET nvely earving s a piece painted with colorful zinnias which -
, nange-over one of the beautiful ol Dreplaces— ° - = ;

! When asked his opinion on mndern art, this artist, who comes

Itom a traditton of the best In American artists, veplied, *] am
Fwatting ter the atorm to hiaw aver,” Mr, Ma Rae says that the first
| avquaintance he had w.th the new form of “arg so discouraged him
that he “wanted te Jump overbaard ™ Fserything he had learned as .
A hamis tor Aart was Ignemed . 0 T T T

He does pay, however, that he feels art haus grown too “sugAr
‘weet* and that thix new “sutgnal” art i helping to reatare 1t 10
:‘ts forter strength and greatnese hy-ctutsing out the “overly sweet.

cas,

the snme pertains to musie. i his mind The dissinAnees of
Mot - M NUTtN IS, AULGGRH, e TAUchs, ~Some goeitearing
peopie gavs it'2 gompentis * s tavorite comporer tn Reethnven and
| e Joesn’'t helieve that he's Progtessed far beyond that atage in his

Reatline enjoyment of music BeethoVen, for him, suite every mond,
Whether it be jaytul, tengw, dancing or Yet another.

Mr. MacRae believes that Rembrandt i1s one of the world's
RreAtest  painters. He constders “\Woman  Paring  Her Nails™
as one of the preatest of the Duten masters PAINLILE S DA Calse of
It verve simplicity and oneness of expressinn. At should not he
concerned with the sctentific, accorading to this artist, hecaupe seie
enee s not Ak, AL s wWhat appesss to be o the artisg,

“¥hat 18 why”, he states, “that the - art of the Amenean lne .-
dans 18 2reat. 3 oie Hel complen 3 expuesses ope emintion and :-‘
aimple. It 1w Yeige Art" ) - T -

Ho there 1t stands Molly Hous:. a piare of beatity and o s
| twon a pee full of memarida_and a :iLat e1a It is sel ﬂ:pn{t!;::t:-;
(Ihe 1est ol Greenwirh ae n place rochplete in itself, & place symbojic

0t e past. A thontiment o the men and worren who Rtew ihert.
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