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POLICE & FIRE
VETERAN MARINE OFFICER
REPIK RETIRES

Officer Repik retired from
the Greenwich Police Department
on November 1 after 27 years of
service. A third-generation officer,
he joined the Marine Section in
2001, where he handled search
and rescue operations, vessel
emergencies, and boating safety
enforcement. He also served in the
Traffic, Bike, and School Security
Units during the off-season.
Photo credit: Greenwich Police
Department

GREENWICH COMMUNITY
SUPPORTS HOLIDAY DRIVE

The Greenwich Police
Department partnered with
Neighbor to Neighbor to collect
non-perishable food for local
families ahead of Thanksgiving.
Officers accepted donations at
Kings Food Market on November 9
and 15, and at Stop & Shop on West
Putnam Avenue on November 16
and 22. The organizations thanked
participants and noted additional
opportunities to contribute.
Photo credit: Greenwich Police
Department

MASON JOINS GREENWICH
POLICE TEAM
—

M -

The Greenwich Police
Department has added Mason,
an English Labrador from
ColdSprings Healing Paws
Foundation, to its Community
Impact Section. He will complete
1,000 hours of public-access
training, including skills in
behavior interruption, deep-
pressure therapy, and cortisol
detection. Mason will work with
CIO Paladino to provide support
during interactions involving
stress or anxiety. Photo credit:
Greenwich Police Department

FROM TOWN HALL
ADOPTABLE CATS FILL
GREENWICH SHELTER
Greenwich Animal Control
is at full capacity, with every cat
cage occupied. The shelter still has
many cats and kittens that were
not adopted over the summer and
cannot take in additional animals
despite an increase in calls about
strays as temperatures drop.
Residents are encouraged to adopt
or foster to help free space for
incoming animals.

AROUND TOWN

please turn to Page 12

GREEN THOUGHTS
ANNE W. SEMMES

| am an ardent feministin all
things human, but in ants one has
to consider that during their 150
million years of existence, gender
liberalism has run amok. Females
are in total control."

The late biologist and naturalist
Edward 0. Wilson, “Tales From the
Ant World," 2020,

Massive Zoning Bill Passes, Again

THE GOVERNOR HAS SIGNALED THAT HE WILL SIGN IT THIS TIME, MOST PARTS TAKING EFFECT IN SIX WEEKS

By EL1ZABETH BARHYDT

In a special session called
shortly after the elections were
over, HB 8002 passed the House
90-56 after nearly seven hours
of debate, prompting immediate
concern from local officials who
examined the final language after
the vote.

The 104-page bill was expected
to clear the Connecticut Senate
late Thursday, positioning the
wide-ranging housing bill for the
governor’s signature and setting
in motion a series of changes
that take effect Jan. 1. Opponents
reviewing the legislation said
the new framework is more far-
reaching than the earlier version
the governor vetoed.

Representatives Stephen
Meskers and Tina Courpas voted
against the bill. State Senator
Ryan Fazio, a vocal opponent, was
expected to argue against the bill
and vote against it in the Senate.

Rep. Tina Courpas provided a

detailed statement after the vote
in the House, noting the scope of
the package and her opposition.
“The debate went on for over 6
hours, and I opposed the Bill in
the strongest possible terms and
voted no. But, unfortunately it
passed largely along party lines.
The Bill purported to be revised
and improved, but it was not. It
contained a version of Fair Share,
Work Live Ride, prohibition on
parking requirements, conversion
of commercial to residential real
estate, and significant unfunded
mandates on our towns and cities.
It purported to be bipartisan but
it was not. It is an assault on local
control, and the Governor is likely
to sign it. But, we must keep the
pressure on and ask the Governor
to veto.”

HB 8002 establishes a new
statewide system of municipal and
regional housing growth plans
overseen by the Office of Policy and
Management (OPM). Municipalities

must either opt into a regional
plan or submit their own plan
for OPM approval. If OPM does
not act within 120 days, the plan
is automatically forwarded to a
newly formed Council on Housing
Development for review.

Who the members of this
Council will be is not yet public.

During Wednesday’s post-vote
discussion, municipal advocates
questioned how OPM will
determine the statewide housing
number and how discrepancies
between state allocations and
locally prepared build-out analyses
will be addressed. There were no
answers.

Several provisions take
effect Jan. 1. With few exceptions,
municipalities may no longer
require onsite parking for new
projects of 16 units or less. For
developments over 16 units,
permitted parking is the lesser of
one space for studio/one-bedroom
units and two spaces for two-

bedroom and larger units, or the
number set through a developer-
funded study.

The bill also authorizes as-of-
right conversion of commercially
zoned property into residential
developments of up to nine
units under “summary review,”
eliminating public hearings and
other discretionary approvals.

A major consequence for
municipalities is the link between
compliance and eligibility for future
8-30g moratoria. Towns without an
approved housing growth plan will
be ineligible for a moratorium.

Municipalities now face
limited time to prepare for the
first statutory changes, with an
effective date for many provisions
starting Jan. 1, 2026. The state-
determined housing need and
regional allocations of affordable
fair shares will not be due until Dec.
1, 2026, after the next gubernatorial
elections. Expanded coverage will
appear in next week’s Sentinel.

'Tis the Season to Be with Rob Mathes

The Emmy-winning arranger, producer, and Greenwich native leads his all-star band and choir in a holiday homecoming

that’s part jazz club, part cathedral, all heart. Two performances only—Saturday night and Sunday matinee, Dec. 20-21.

Now entering its 33rd season, the 2025 Rob Mathes Holiday Concert returns to the PepsiCo Theatre—with Mathes
leading a 40-voice choir, six-piece horn section, string quartet, and featured vocalists James “D-Train” Williams and

Vaneese Thomas. Mathes calls it “a Lincoln Center-quality evening of some of the best musicians in New York City—
and the world.” In this 2018 photo from the 25th Annual Rob Mathes Holiday Concert at the Performing Arts Center
at Purchase College, Rob Mathes (second from left)—our own Greenwich native who grew up, studied, and still lives in

town—shares the stage with Sting, Vanessa Williams, and David Sanborn. The sold-out performance marked the show’s

25th anniversary, capturing what Mathes brings home to Greenwich every December: world-class musicianship rooted in

community. Don’t miss our feature story in the Dec. 5 issue! This year’s tickets are going fast: 2025 Tickets are available

at www.ArtsCenter.org online.

COLUMN

Thankful for
Those Who Serve

So as we get into holiday
season, keep thinking
about what we are
grateful for. A roof over
our heads, a healthy

By STEPHANIE DUNN ASHLEY

Jfamily, food on our table
— and remember those
who have helped make

sure this dream continues

to be a reality.

November has always held
a special place in my heart, and
not only for the array of food
that adorns our tables every
Thanksgiving. I grew up in
up in a family where people
served in the military, and their
stories continue to inspire me —
especially around Veterans Day.
Their legacy reminds me that
honoring our veterans isn’t just
about remembering the past. It’s
about expressing our gratitude
for those who serve, every single
day.

Our town of Greenwich is no
stranger to honoring the legacy
of veterans, something which
was on full display at the recent
Veterans Day parade down
Greenwich Avenue and Delavan
Avenue. I am always proud to
see so many neighbors show
their support for the people who
have served our nation, and I
am proud of the work the Red
Cross does to support military
members, veterans and their
families every day of the year.

Here in the Metro NY North
Chapter, we see that commitment
in action. Volunteers assemble
care packages for deployed
troops, filled with essentials
and reminders from home.
These small gestures carry
big meaning, letting service
members know they’re never
forgotten.
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Edward Vick - Proud American

By MARY A. JACOBSON

Edward Vick’s family
has proudly served in the
United States military for
generations. In his 2024 Oral
History Project interview with
Mary Magnusson in 2024,
he reviewed both his and his
family’s military history.

Vick’s great-great-
grandfather, Joshua Vick,
led a company of the 7th
North Carolina Regiment
in Gettysburg. Wounded,
captured, and later released, “he
was one of the lead elements
of Pickett’s Charge.” His
grandfather participated in the
First World War. “He went to

France as a motorcycle dispatch
rider.” Vick’s Uncle George,
“who I was very close to... ran
away from home when he was
sixteen and went up to Canada
and joined the Royal Canadian
Air Force and flew Mosquito
bombers in Europe” during
World War I1.

Vick’s dad had the greatest
influence on him. A medical
doctor, he was made a junior
officer in the Navy and a
medical officer. “He was in the
Battle of Okinawa on a ship, and
he was treating the wounded
on an open deck while the
kamikazes were crashing all

please turn to Page 7

Ed Vick speaking on
Memorial Day. Photo by
Andy Volcom.

BY
ANNE W. SEMMES

The Bruce Museum
debuts its “Ant: Tiny
Creatures, Big Lives"
exhibit with Curator of
Science Daniel Ksepka
and exhibition preparer
Sean Murtha describing
its construct.

Page 3

Tunnel entry
to “Ant: Tiny
Creatures, Big
Lives” exhibit.

Photo by

Anne W. Semmes.

Dear Readers,

We received a call on Tuesday with the sad news that
Betsi Shays has passed away. Betsi and her husband,
former U.S. Congressman Christopher Shays, began
their life together in high school in Darien before
marrying in 1968. Betsi taught in the New Canaan
Schools, where she was known for her steady presence
and commitment to her students. We will have more
about her remarkable life in the weeks to come. For now,
we send our sincere condolences to Chris and their
daughter Jeramy and write this week about Betsi in our

editorial on page 8.

Sincerely, Elizabeth Barhydt

PANCAKES & MORE!
Come 1o the Scout Troop 25 Pancake Breakfast

This Saturday, Nov. 15 from 7:30 am. - 11:30 am,
HEWTLETIRENOUSE

266 Glenville Road, Greenwick
Adults 95 - Kids (5 & unden) & Seriors $7
Ove dollar oft for Cubs or Seouts in wiform
Support the scouts and build your compunity.
o earty and say hello o Chief Heavey.

Tveryore Welcome!
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History in the Making Benefit Celebrates Greenwich’s
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By LAurRA McCorMmick

A fitting tribute in lead-up to
America 250

The Belle Haven Club
buzzed with energy at
Greenwich Historical Society’s
recent History in the Making
award dinner which paid
tribute to Greenwichs art
and maritime history and
the extraordinary legacy
of their recently retired
Executive Director and CEO
Debra Mecky for 30-years of
leadership in transforming
the Historical Society into a
nationally recognized regional
museum and cultural hub.

Established in 2003, the
History in the Making award
recognizes outstanding
individuals from the
community who are the
history makers of their time for
having made a positive impact
on the region and the world.
Debra follows an illustrious list
of awardees that include the
Mitchell family who won the
award in 2024, Alan Houston,
Barbara and Ray Dalio, and
Indra Nooyi.

In presenting the award,
Tyler Mitchell spoke of the
kindness he and his family
have experienced from people
in Greenwich in their 30 years
at Richards. “Showing my kids
what a wonderful community
filled with kind people who give
back means everything to me...
Greenwich is unbelievable.
The saying that ‘grass is not
greener on the other side, it is
greener where you water it’ is
what this evening is all about!

In accepting the award
Debra extolled on her good
fortune: “I was blessed to have
perfect alignment between my
passion and my job. Historic
sites, museums, and historical
societies deserve our support.”

Debra shared what the
evening’s keynote speaker,
distinguished author and
historian Nathaniel Philbrick,
so beautifully portrayed in
his recent book, Travels with
George, that “History is all
around us. And for those with
the privilege of living in New
England, the nation’s founding,
formation and evolution are
preserved in enumerable
places and artifacts and in the
memories of local historians
and storytellers in our towns
and cities.”

“An  unknown letter
is surprising counter, the
transformed landscape, the
power of place - these are
the things that excite the
imagination of children and
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Greg Molenkamp, Mallory Molenkamp, Isabel Malkin, Debra Mecky, Debbie Reynolds, Russ Reynolds by Callalily Studios

adults alike and they expand
our capacity to understand the
past and change the future.”

In his remarks following

dinner, Nathaniel Philbrick
spoke enthusiastically
of George  Washington’s

leadership and the importance
of the sea in winning the
Revolutionary ~ War. He
enthralled the room with
a riveting account of the
maritime effort in the War’s
decisive battle at Yorktown
which allowed American and
French forces to force British
surrender and end the eight-
year conflict.

Greenwich history front and
center during America 250

Executive Director and
CEO Carol Cadou cited how
the Semiquincentennial
will be front and center at
Greenwich Historical Society.
Carol thanked Debra for boldly
reimagining the campus which
will provide the foundation
necessary for  promoting
the vital role Greenwich has
played throughout American
history = and  expressed
gratitude to Fred Camillo for
tapping the Historical Society
to coordinate  town-wide
efforts for America 250, with
board members Tom Galvin
and Cynthia Chang in leading
the committee.

Carol presented highlights
of the Historical Society’s
ambitious and exciting new
ways of sharing Greenwich’s
history during the anniversary
period which coincides with
the Historical Society’s 95%
anniversary  of  working
to preserve and promote
Greenwich history.

January kicks off with a
winter lecture series titled
‘People in Greenwich’ which
looks at those who came here
and settled in the 18", 19" and
20™ centuries. New exhibitions
will be mounted, including the
third in a series of America
250 titled ‘Fashioning America’,
which tells the story of the
first 150 years in Greenwich
from clothing in the Historical
Society’s collection that has
been rarely displayed.

“In the coming months you
will hear more about our plans
to restore our crown jewel, the
Bush-Holley House with new
technology and programming
within its historic walls,” Carol
added. “We will be rolling
out new public and private
school programming Rebel and
Royalist which will be enjoyed
as a family program in the
summer. And there will be a

renewed focus on our gardens,
landscapes and green spaces
that has been made possible
with our reimagined campus.”

Carol was  especially
animated in talking about
plans for America 250: “The
Historical Society is helping
to bring the historic Dutch
tall ship Oosterschelde to
Greenwich harbor, with public
tours scheduled in June. This
will be followed in the fall by a
lecture series on our founding
documents: the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution
and the Emancipation
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The saying that ‘grass is not greener on
the other side, it’s greener where you
water it’ is what this evening is all about!

Tyler Mitchell

Proclamation.”

“It is so important to
remember these documents
and

here in Greenwich

throughout America,

especially at a time when

schools are not broadly
teaching American history and
civics.”

In closing remarks Carol
underscored the importance

of this historic period in the

2

nation’s history: “This is such
an important moment in our
nation, and I would love to
have you join our efforts. It
makes a difference in helping
us to celebrate the 250,

7 Debra Mecky and Tyler Mitchell by Bob Capazzo, Big Picture


https://greenwichhistory.org/history-in-the-making/
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